
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – February 28, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the February 14, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the 

motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Kasko read into the minutes the following statement regarding the recent threats to 

the Jewish community in Cherry Hill: 

 

“This morning, I was saddened to read about the horrible threat directed at 

the Katz Jewish Community Center and the Jewish Federation of Southern 

New Jersey in Cherry Hill.  I am relieved that the threat of a bomb was just 

that, and that no one was injured or put in a life-threatening situation.  I 

join Cherry Hill Mayor Chuck Cahn, other elected officials, and area 

religious leaders in condemning this action and supporting a full 

investigation and prosecution of those guilty of this abhorrent act of 

intimidation and threat of violence.  I know too many people, myself 

included, who have attended programs and activities at the JCC, including 

many Haddonfield children, families, and senior citizens, and we deserve a 

JCC that is safe from this type of uncivilized threat.  As others have said 

similarly before, "An act of intimidation or violence against anyone is an act 

against all of us."  I strongly believe that the safety and sanctity of every 

human life, and the freedom of religious belief, are bedrock principles for 

our nation.  No community or elected official should stand by silently when 

an act of intimidation, hatred, or violence occurs nearby.  I want the Jewish 

community in Haddonfield and South Jersey to know that I join government 

officials at all levels in working to provide a safe and secure environment for 

all people and condemning this type of criminal behavior.” 

 

Both Commissioner Rochford and Commissioner Moscatelli joined the Mayor is expressing 

these concerns. 

 

Next, the Commissioners presented the It Takes a Village – Feed My Starving Children” 

proclamation to Gerry Rice, Ed and Linda Hess, and Paul “O’Brian.  This proclamation is for 

the Feed My Starving Children Event scheduled for March 25th through 26th where 

volunteers will be packing food supplies, which is sponsored by the Council of Churches.  

Ms. Rice thanked the Commissioners for acknowledging this very important work and 

announced that it is expected that the volunteers would be packing over $300,000 meals 

at the event. 

 

Ordinance 2017-01 was introduced for second reading, which authorizes a new Code 

Chapter Entitled Regulating the Sale of Dogs and Cats from Pet Shops.  Mayor Kasko 

opened the Public Hearing on the ordinance and explained that this bans all puppy and 

kitten sales in town that are obtained through “mills”.  He noted that there are no stores 

that sales pets in town at this time.  With the adoption of this ordinance all 37 municipalities 

in Camden County will have adopted this ordinance. 

 

Nancy Bonsall, Yorkshire Road, Cherry Hill, thanked the Commissioners and read the 

following statement into the minutes: 



 

“My name is Nancy Bonsall and I am here representing New Jersey residents 

against puppy mills. 

 

We want to thank you for considering the passage of the ordinance to 

prevent the sale of puppy and cat mill animals in Haddonfield. 

 

This initiative is supported by the Humane Society, the ASPCA, the NJ SPCA, 

and Best Friends Animal Society, along with local shelters and rescue 

organizations throughout South Jersey. 

 

Passage of this ordinance will help to make a difference for animals whose 

lives are filled with cruelty that is driven by greed. 

 

The ordinance also informs and protects consumers, since 

commercially=bred dogs and cats often develop physical and behavioral 

problems, resulting in expensive veterinary care and tragic heartbreak. 

 

You will be joining with 36 other municipalities in Camden County who have 

passed this ordinance and you will be the 91st municipality in the State.  

Monmouth, Mercer, Ocean, Bergen, Passaic, Burlington, Morris, Gloucester 

and Middlesex counties have now followed Camden County’s lead.  In the 

future more will join us. 

 

Thank you for helping to make a difference.” 

 

Commissioner Rochford commented that he is happy to sign off on this ordinance.  Mayor 

Kasko joked about saving the best for last as Haddonfield was the last municipality in 

Camden County to adopt the ordinance.  As there were no further questions or 

comments made Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the Public Hearing and adopt the 

ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was 

then approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2017-02 was then introduced for first reading, which governs the registration of 

defaulted mortgages within the Borough.  Mayor Kasko explained the ordinance.  

Commissioner Rochford further explained that any fees associated with the ordinance will 

be paid for by the banks involved, not the borough.  As there were no questions asked 

Mayor Kasko stated that the Public Hearing would be held at the March 14, 2017 regularly 

scheduled Commissioner meeting.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously to 

approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2017-02-28-035 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2017-02-28-036 Authorization to Approve Event for Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC – 

“Night Market” 

2017-02-28-037 Authorization to Accept the 2017-2021 Community Forestry Management 

Plan from the Haddonfield Shade Tree Commission 

2017-02-28-038 Authorization to Sign Settlement Agreement with Borough Employee 

2017-02-28-039 Authorization to Participate in Camden County Cooperative Pricing 

System – B-26/2016 for Copy and Computer Paper and Envelopes 

2017-02-28-040 Authorization to Sign Shared Services Agreement with Borough of 

Audubon and Borough of Collingswood for Election Printing Services and 

for Election Publication Services 



2017-02-28-041 Authorization to Apply for Year 39 Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Improvements to Mabel Kay House Senior Center 

2017-02-28-042 Authorization for Outdoor Marketing Graphic Display – Curvy Girl 

Consignment 

2017-02-28-043 Authorization for Support from the Haddonfield Board of Commissioners 

Authorizing the Sustainable Jersey Grant Application 

 

The Elizabeth Haddon School fourth graders in attendance were asked to stand and 

introduced themselves, as well as ask any questions they may have.  The following list of 

student were in attendance and asked the questions as noted: 

 

Eleanor McMackin, W. Euclid Avenue 

Maya Kreismer, W. Euclid Avenue 

Brady Mink, Elm Avenue 

Luke Foley, Redman Avenue 

Samantha Kennedy, Redman Avenue 

Chloe Williams, W. Euclid Avenue 

Ainsley Hochgertel, Mt. Vernon Avenue 

Steven Kennedy, Redman Avenue 

Maddie Kenner, Westmont Avenue 

Ryan Tourtellotte, Peyton Avenue 

Connor Williams, North Drive 

Ryka Khanna, Peyton Avenue 

Gigi DelDucca, Mt. Vernon Avenue 

Fletcher Shirley, Station Avenue 

Lilly Fipp, Estaugh Avenue 

Katerina Kuball, Birchall Drive 

Mikaela Watson, Birchall Drive 

Brant Nicholls, Hickory Lane 

Moriah McMillan, W. Euclid Avenue 

Brooke Undlin, Loucroft Road 

Lila Anthonsen, Pomona Avenue 

Cleo Cottone, Avondale Avenue 

Natalie Sheehan, Trueman Avenue 

Bella Ware, Wood Land Avenue 

Lila Cottone, Avondale Avenue 

Daniel Sparks, Redman Avenue 

Margo Rhoads, Westmont Avenue 

Cece Batson, Woodland Avenue 

 

The fourth graders asked the following questions: 

 

Miss Kennedy commented on the large puddle of water at the intersection of Redman 

and Avondale Avenue and noted that it is a hazard when it rains.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli commented on the issues with fixing that problem.  He noted that he will be 

meeting with the engineer soon to discuss again. 

 

Miss Fipp asked for more information on the puppy mills referenced earlier in the meeting.  

Mayor Kasko indicated that the animals from shelters and rescues should be the ones 

made available to people who are in the market for a pet.  Commissioner Rochford also 

stated that the puppies and kittens from mills tend to come from the southern states. 

 

Miss Watson noted that there are no sidewalks on Birchall Drive.  Commissioner Rochford 

agreed that he would love to see sidewalks on that street.  In the meantime, children 



should find alternative routes.  The Commissioners will be working on the “Safe Routes to 

School” in 2017, so things may change then. 

 

Miss Williams asked why there is a bump in the road.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 

roads have “crowns” in them to help water drain to the sides.  Miss Williams then asked 

why there are speed bumps in the road.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that these are 

put in when there is an issue with speeding. 

 

Miss Undlin noted that the street lights on Loucroft Avenue don’t work.  Commissioner 

Rochford replied that this will be looked into.  Commissioner Moscatelli also pointed out 

that residents can report these lights directly to PSE&G through their website. 

 

Miss Kenner asked why there were statues downtown.  Mayor Kasko replied that there is a 

local organization, Haddonfield Outdoor Sculpture Trust (HOST), who has contacted artists 

to display their art in our town.  He also announced that the Philadelphia Museum of Art 

will be showcasing copies of some of their art in town again.  Commissioner Rochford 

pointed out that these sculptures are not paid for through taxpayer money.  Miss Kenner 

also commented that the brick sidewalk at the corner of Westmont and Mt. Vernon 

Avenues is uneven. 

 

Mr. Sparks stated that he hit a pothole while riding his bike on Barberry Avenue.  

Commissioner Moscatelli commented that the Public Works Department has filled 

approximately 300 potholes within the last few weeks, but he’ll pass this information on to 

them in case that was one they missed.  Mayor Kasko also pointed out that residents can 

report potholes on the borough’s website. 

 

Miss Anthonsen stated that she believes that there are not enough street lights in town.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the number of lights is an infrastructure issue which 

affects the budget, but we can certainly look into this. 

 

Miss Hochgertel pointed out that people run the stop signs at Avondale and Mt. Vernon 

Avenues.  Police Chief Stuessy suggested that children should go to Redman Avenue to 

cross the street and reminded everyone to look both ways when crossing.  Miss Hochgertel 

also said that people are parking too close to the intersections and it is difficult to see if 

cars are coming.  Commissioner Rochford noted that this area is very challenging and 

congested.  The Commissioners are trying to figure out what to do there. 

 

Miss Kuball asked about curb cuts in town and how come they weren’t at every 

intersection.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that if there are none in a particular area 

that means it is an older area.  In any areas where recent road work was done the curb 

cuts are now required.  Mayor Kasko replied that the goal is to have them at 100% of the 

intersections in town. 

 

Mr. Williams asked why the food trucks were not in town more often.  Mayor Kasko replied 

that the group that manages the events down town does not want to compete with the 

restaurants that often; that we want to promote them also. 

 

John Sheran, Truman Avenue, commented that there is a crosswalk at Linden and Kings 

Highway, but cars do not for pedestrians there.  The Borough Administrator replied that the 

Borough is working with the County to improve that intersection.  She also noted that 

Commissioner Rochford has requested that a lighted crosswalk be installed there.  In the 

meantime, it is safer to cross down by the dinosaur. 

 



Miss Kenner asked about the new construction at the corner of Woodland Avenue and 

inquired as to how many homes were going to be built at that corner.  Commissioner 

Rochford replied that there is one home being built there. 

 

Miss Williams stated that the sidewalk on her block is uneven and being pushed up by 

trees.  Commissioner Rochford stated that he would have the Sidewalk Inspector take a 

look at the area.  He also stated that there are techniques the Borough uses to preserve 

the trees, while keeping the sidewalks even at the same time.  Miss Williams then asked if 

signs could be put on the trees and light poles in an area where a person has lost a pet.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that residents are not supposed to put things on the trees 

and poles.  Lastly, Miss Williams commented on the speeding cars near the Elizabeth 

Haddon School.  Commissioner Rochford replied that the Police Department will look into 

this issue. 

 

Marilyn Sparks, Redman Avenue, stated that she would like to get four-way stops signs 

around the schools.  She did not feel that this would be an imposition to the residents there 

and asked if this was something under consideration by the Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Rochford replied that they have looked at doing this, but there were neighbors who were 

opposed.  He indicated that he and the engineer would look into this idea again.  Mayor 

Kasko stated that there are lots of people who do not like four-way stops.  Police Chief 

Stuessy stressed to the children to be safe and watchful of traffic. 

 

A resident from W. Euclid Avenue asked the Commissioner to recommend to Acme that 

they improve the lighting in their parking lot; it is very dark there.  He then asked if the 

Borough used all of their CDBG money annually, or was there money left over to qualified 

residents to use some of those funds for home improvements.  Mayor Kasko replied that 

the Borough does use all of the money allotted to us each year.  The Borough 

Administrator noted that there are two set of money – one for the Borough to use on 

specific types of projects and one for qualified homeowners.  She suggested that the 

resident check the County’s website to find out more information about the program for 

homeowners.  Mayor Kasko stated that the lighting issues in the Acme parking lot would 

be looked at.  The Administrator noted that when Acme came before the Zoning Board 

with their application many years ago the lighting was addressed then.  At this time we 

can only make suggestions. 

 

Kelly Shirley, Station Avenue, asked if the Borough would close Kings Highway for the Food 

Truck event for the sake of pedestrian safety.  Mayor Kasko replied that it would not be 

closed at this time because the shop owners do not necessarily like it closed, but the 

Commissioners do evaluate that from time to time.  Commissioner Rochford also stated 

that there are more police foot patrols during the event. 

 

Linda Hochgertel, Mt. Vernon Avenue, noted that not all crosswalks have crossing guards 

and asked why.  Police Chief Stuessy replied that although that can certainly be 

considered, it is not always so easy to find people willing to be crossing guards due to the 

split hours in the morning and afternoon.  Right now the crossing guards are located in the 

areas covered by the Safe Routes to School program. 

 

Mr. Williams asked if the road in front of the Elizabeth Haddon School could be made one-

way.  Commissioner Rochford replied that this is being considered. 

 

Mr. Sparks commented on the pothole on Ellis Street by the Acme entrance.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the area has been difficult to repair due to drainage 

issues and the conditions of the road.  However, the Borough will be repaving that portion 

of Ellis Street this year and we expect to fix the problems at that time. 

 



Mrs. Unlin, Loucroft Road, noted that her street is very dark.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

suggested that any street lights that are out should be reported to PSE&G, which can be 

done via their website. 

 

Miss Kenner stated that after a large snow during last winter her street had not been 

plowed, but yet it was closer to the school.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the 

plows can only plow so far down.  The area around the school may seem to have been 

plowed better, but that could be because more cars drive there and that would break up 

the snow on the road which helps it melt faster.  He finished by stating that if your street is 

missed when plowing is being done you should call Public Works. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Lane, asked for an update on the Boxwood property and the 

theater group.  Mayor Kasko replied there was nothing new at this time.  Ms. Custer then 

asked how much the new roof for the building at that property had cost.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that it was roughly $40,000.  Ms. Custer also asked if there would be 

any more expenses for this property.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that none are 

expected.  Although, we are having another inspection done as it is not our intention to let 

the property deteriorate. 

 

Rich Hluchen, an attorney for Ms. Custer regarding this property, approached the 

Commissioners to ask a number of questions regarding the property.  How long was the 

property vacant after the previous tenant moved out?  Mayor Kasko replied that it was 

approximately 1 ½ yours.  Has the property been listed for new tenants?  Mayor Kasko 

replied that it had not.  Mr. Hluchen then asked if there was anything generating revenue 

at the property.  Mayor Kasko replied that there was not.  Mr. Hluchen the presented the 

Commissioners with a copy of a post from the Borough Website regarding the property 

and asked who wrote the document, was it circulated for edits, were there emailed 

comments, what this document formally voted upon?  Mayor Kasko replied that at the 

suggestion of Ms. Custer the Commissioners informally agreed to post the document.  Mr. 

Hluchen went on to ask the Commissioners about their conversations with members of the 

theater group that is interested in developing the property.  He then asked the 

Commissioners to explain the reasoning behind the wording for specific portions of the 

post from the website.  After some discussion on these specific items Mayor Kasko pointed 

out that the statement was reviewed by the Commissioners in a work session for which 

there are Minutes.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the re-zoning option versus an 

application for a variance, at which time The Borough Solicitor pointed out that was is 

being discussed are hypothetical.  Mayor Kasko re-iterated that Ms. Custer was the one 

who asked that a statement be prepared.  Ms. Custer stated that she has been put off 

every time she has asked for information.  Mr. Hluchen stated that he intends to be 

involved in whatever process is going to happen as this issue moves forward.  

Commissioner Moscatelli pointed out that the Commissioners have stressed that should the 

Borough receive an application there will be many public hearings.  He also noted that 

the Commissioners have stated that anything submitted will be going through the proper 

Board and that the Commissioners are not influencing any decisions made.  Mayor Kasko 

commented that the statement on the website was intended to be positive and that no 

secrets have been kept about this issue.  Commissioner Rochford made the comment that 

this will be a transparent process. 

 

Mr. Hluchen finished his comments to the Commissioners by stating that he recently saw 

that a person who continuously parks illegally on Haddon Avenue was being ticketed, for 

which he was happy to see. 

 

Miss Williams asked what the differences were between Public Safety and Public Works 

departments.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that his department, Public Works, deals 



with roads, trees, leaves, trash and recycling.  Commissioner Rochford replied that the 

Public Safety Department deals with fire, police, EMTS, animal control and construction. 

 

Miss Hochgertel asked what a puppy mill was.  Commissioner Rochford explained that this 

is where puppies were bred very inhumanely.  She then asked how to run for Mayor.  

Mayor Kasko explained that all three Commissioners run for office at the same time and 

the one with the most votes is the Mayor. 

 

As no further questions or comments were made, the Borough Administrator announced 

that Sophia Peifer from the Haddonfield Memorial High School’s Girl’s Diving Team has 

won the State Championship. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


